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Milwaukee Bar Association Follows Up Action of Wisconsin State Bar Association in Approving Certification
of Legal Instruments
In June of 1947, the Wisconsin State Bar Association at its annual
convention went on record as approving of the practice of having attorneys
certify legal instruments which they prepare.
A subcommittee of the State Bar Association Committee on Unauthorized Practice of Law, consisting of Mr. Adolph I. Mandelker and Mr. John
M. O'Brien of Milwaukee, has been instrumental in implementing the above
policy of the State Bar Association so far as the activities of the Milwaukee
Bar are concerned.
At their instigation the Executive Committtee of the Milwaukee Bar
Association adopted the following resolution at its meeting on December
11, 1947:

"RESOLVED that, in accord with the resolution unanimously
adopted by the Committee on Unauthorized Practice of Law, the Executive Committee of the Milwaukee Bar Association recommends to its
members that all deeds, mortgages, wills, contracts, and other legal
instruments be certified by the attorney drafting the same in the manner following:
'I hereby certify that I drafted this instrument.

Attorney at. Law'."
The recommendation necessarily is submitted on a voluntary basis but
it is hoped that Milwaukee attorneys will accept the idea enthusiastically
and develop it into standard practice. After receiving the endorsement of
the State Bar Association of Wisconsin at its annual meeting this year, the
plan is being promoted throughout the state through local associations and
at regional meetings.
Overtures are being made to legal blank companies to add the certification form on all of their blanks for use by attorneys. Rubber stamps are
available now at most stamp companies and can be used on printed forms
as well as on all other documents. Otherwise every secretary is to be instructed to type the certification form on all documents as a matter of course.
All attorneys should be proud to certify all instruments which they
draft. The practice not only will make the layman think twice before attempting to prepare a legal document but it will insure greater care on the part
of attorneys. There are many other advantages, among them being the
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ir.,portance of knowing who drew an instrument when corrections are
needed or when questions of construction arise.

The above article was published by the American Bar Association Committee on Unauthorized Practice of the Law, in the Unauthorized Practice
News, Fourth Quarter 1947, Vol. XIII, No. 4.
The Committee on Unauthorized Practice of the Denver Bar Association has studied and discussed the above resolution and is unanimous in its
endorsement. Expressions of opinion from attorneys throughout Denver
and Colorado are solicited. Please address to Wm.Rann Newcomb, chairman of the committee, 722 Symes Building, Denver, Colorado.

Admitted to a Higher Court
JOHN H. GABRIEL died August 5 at the age of 86 at his home in Denver

after an illness of three weeks. He was born in Postville, Wisconsin, February 4, 1862, and attended public schools in Wisconsin and the University
of Wisconsin Law School where he graduated in 1887. He was admitted
to the Bar of Wisconsin the same year. He then taught' law school in
North Dakota for two years and moved to Denver in 1889. He was associated with J. Warner Mills and assisted him in the pieparation of Mills
Annotated Statutes. He was clerk of the judiciary committee of the senate
of the Ninth General Assembly and had a hand in drawing up many of
Colorado's important laws. He served for several years as secretary to the
State Board of Corrections and the State Board of Pardons. He was active
in the Masonic organizations and held a number of offices and high degrees.
S. LARGE died August 21 after an extended illness at the age of 83.
He was born in Elizabeth, Pennsylvania, in 1865 where he attended public
schools in Washington and Jefferson College, from which he graduated in
1885. He attended Denver University School of Law and was admitted to
the Colorado Bar in 1894. He was an ardent golfer and was a member of
the committee that designed the City Park links. He retired from the active
practice three years ago.
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